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Abstract 
 
How do we understand the value and impact of artists working in the public sphere? What are we 
seeking in best practice? How can we learn from best practice? 
 
These questions have led to the development of new research  - Working in Public. The research 
takes advantage of the presence of the artist and critical writer, Suzanne Lacy at Gray’s and her 
concern to focus on a body of work as a case study – the Oakland projects 1990-2000. In this 
period Lacy worked with the youth and adults of this area of San Francisco to redress the image 
of young people in the adult world. The Oakland projects represent a complex, long term body of 
experience of an artist working in relation to a specific set of social issues with the aim of creating 
change. 
 
We have developed an innovative and experimental learning space with Suzanne Lacy. This is 
enabling us to analyse this body of work in the US in relation to key experiences and related 
theory in Europe. We will explore issues that this learning space is beginning to reveal about the 
potential of art to take a role in shaping the public sphere. 
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